
 Olympic Development Program (ODP) 
Frequently Asked Questions 

In an effort to streamline the ODP operations, we ask that every parent and player take a few minutes to read through this page and familiarize themselves with the location of the ODP information on our website. This page is an effort to answer most of the ODP questions you may have as a parent or player; it also gives you the location of information that is posted to our website. Thanks in advance!

What is ODP?
The US Youth Soccer Olympic Development Program has been in existence since 1977. The program was introduced to help identify potential national team youth players through an organized series of trials which begins at the district level, progresses through the state, region and finally the national level. The program also serves as a means of development as the players identified are brought together for training and prepared for interstate, interregional and international competitions. The development of the players is taking place rapidly as talented players are brought together for training and competition at all levels. Training and playing with those of equal or greater ability is a tremendous teaching tool. 
 
As the player progresses from one level to the next, training and play increase in intensity. The regional teams experience both interregional and international competitions on an annual basis. A pool of players is selected for each age group with the rosters changing each year as players develop at different rates. Regional players have traveled to Florida, Las Vegas, San Diego, France, England, Costa Rica, Germany, Denmark, and the Netherlands. 

Many of the top coaches in this country are involved with the program beginning at the state level. ODP provides young players with a high level of competition and outstanding coaching as well as exposing them to regional and national coaches as well as leading college coaches from across the country. 

How are players selected?
Players are selected to the District Pool and State Pool on the basis of tryout sessions and scouting techniques. Players may be selected for the District Pool at district trainings and for the State Pool at State Trainings. These sessions are conducted by state association coaches who are recognized for their ability to identify and train players with superior skills. The pool (no more than 44 players) will train together for several months before a state team (no more than 18 players) is selected to attend Regional Camp. Pool players may also be invited to attend competitions throughout the ODP season (i.e. ODP Championships, Intermountain Friendlies, Blue Mountain Exchange, Idaho Rush Exchange, etc). Selection of these players is not an easy task. The coaches for the player’s specific age group or another ODP staff coach will evaluate on the four components that make up a soccer player: 
1. Technique 
2. Tactics 
3. Fitness and Athletic Ability 
4. Psychological Component (attitude)
What is a “pool?” What is a “team?”
When a player attends their first training, they will be evaluated and put into one of three categories: (1) State Pool, (2) District Pool, (3) “Needs Further Evaluation,” or (4) “Athlete Needs Further Development.” Players in the 1st category, State Pool (up to 44 players) will continue to train both on the District and State level, with the goal of making the State Team (the top 18 players) and attending Regional Camp. Players in the second group, District Pool (unlimited number), will continue to train on both the District and State level, but are not eligible to attend events or make the State Team. Players in the 3rd group are invited back for the next subsequent training for re-evaluation into groups 1, 2, or 4. Players in the 4th group are not invited back in the current season.
What do I do if I couldn’t attend the first tryout?
If a player was not able to attend the first tryout, simply attend the next training. At that training they will be evaluated and placed into one of the groups discussed above. Online registration, however, is still a pre-requisite. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Will there be a State Tryout in District 1 (North Idaho) or District 2 (Eastern Idaho)?
There are no current plans for a State Training to be held in District 1, although we are always exploring opportunities to do so. Currently, all players must attend a State Training to make the State Pool. This is so all State Pool players will be evaluated against other State Pool players, and so the State Pool will all train together and with their team’s entire coaching staff.
Does ODP take the place of my club or high school team?
The program is run by each state association (in our case, Idaho Youth Soccer, the governing body for youth soccer in Idaho), and is a supplement to the player’s club, competitive or high school teams. The development of players in Idaho is primarily the responsibility of our affiliate clubs, and Idaho ODP should not interfere with that development. It is the responsibility of IYSA to supplement that development by identifying and allowing the best players in the state to play alongside each other and against other select teams domestically and internationally. The success of Idaho ODP is a direct result of the quality of players, coaches and level of competition within Idaho.
What are Regional Camps? 
US Youth Soccer is divided into four regions, each which offers a regional camp for state association ODP teams in each eligible age group. The camps are designed to provide high level competition and training for participating players. During this training and competition, players who are capable of performing at a higher level of play are identified for possible regional and national team camp, pool, or team participation. This year the boys’ camps are in McMinnville, Oregon, while the girls’ camps will be held in Moscow, Idaho. Camp typically costs $650-$700, although players in District 1 will have a lower price and will provide their own transportation to camp. Players are generally eligible if they have attended at least 50% of that age groups training session during the ODP season. Camp rosters are typically announced at the end of May to the first part of June. 
What is a National Camp? 
National Camps and Interregional events are held throughout the year at various locations in the United States. The National Team Coach or a National Staff Coach is present at these events to observe, train, and identify players for placement in the national pool or on a national team. 
What are the benefits of participating in ODP? 
1. Development as a player 
2. The opportunity to train and play with the best players in one's age group 
3. Quality instruction from nationally licensed coaches 
4. Quality competition 
5. Games against other state association teams 
6. Exposure to regional and national team coaches 
7. The opportunity to represent one's state, region, or country in competition 
8. Exposure to college coaches
Who is eligible to participate?
The age groups recognized for the 2011-12 seasonal year are those players born in: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2000. There are no exceptions to these age groups.
What are exchanges?
Exchanges are the general term for tournaments or events that an ODP team may attend during the season. In the past these events have included the Intermountain Friendlies, Region IV ODP Championships, and the Idaho Rush Exchange. The cost of these events is not accounted for in the state pool fees, therefore each event has a cost associated with it.
