The US Youth Soccer Olympic Development Program has been in existence since 1977. The program was introduced to help identify potential national team youth players through an organized series of trials which begins at the district level, progresses through the state, regional and finally the national level. The program also serves as a means of development as the players identified are brought together for training and prepared for interstate, interregional and international competitions. The development of the players is taking place rapidly as talented players are brought together for training and competition at all levels. Training and playing with those of equal or greater ability is a tremendous teaching tool. The program is open to any youth player with birth years 1995-2000.

As the player progresses from one level to the next, training and play increase in intensity. The regional teams experience both interregional and international competitions on an annual basis. 
A pool of players is selected for each age group with the rosters changing each year as players develop at different rates. Regional players have traveled to Florida, Las Vegas, San Diego, France, England, Costa Rica, Germany, Denmark, and the Netherlands.

In keeping with our goal of providing each player with the best ODP experience possible, IYSA targets coaches with the highest level of training and experience, including those designated by the United States Soccer Federation as an “A” or “B” licensed coach.  We take a holistic approach when making coaching assignments, taking into account the ability of the coaches to develop each player physically and mentally, while effectively teaching technique and tactics at a level beyond what is taught in a traditional club environment.    

Many of the top coaches in this country are involved with the program beginning at the state level. The US Youth Soccer ODP provides young players with a high level of competition and outstanding coaching as well as exposing them to regional coaches, national coaches and the leading college coaches across the country. 

The development of players in Idaho is primarily the responsibility of our affiliate clubs, and 
Idaho ODP should not interfere with that development. It is the responsibility of IYSA to supplement that development by identifying and allowing the best players in the state to play alongside each other and against other select teams domestically and internationally. The success of Idaho ODP is a direct result of the quality of players and coaches and the level of competition within Idaho.

However, ODP is not about what club you play for, what city you’re from, or what your last name is; ODP is about putting together a team of the top players in the state, along with the finest coaching Idaho has to offer, in order to train and compete at the highest level possible.  ODP should provide players a chance to play with the best, while being trained by the best, so each player may become the best he or she can be.  It allows players to be seen by college coaches, and to have a resume-worthy accomplishment that will open doors to a continued playing career. While ODP participation is not a required by all collegiate coaches, it is a factor that will help them decide who is a player worthy of a roster spot or scholarship money.

Players that list ODP on their resumes at the end of their high school years are more likely to attract the college coach. The message is that the player loves the game, is doing everything to get better and wants to be successful at the next level by getting the highest level coaching available. Participating in ODP gives players a better chance to play at the school of their choice, which in turn breeds a better atmosphere for college as a whole.

The training/evaluation schedule is included below.  A one-time $30 registration fee is required at the first training attended by any player.  The first training for the three younger age groups (98, 99, 00) will be a state training held at Brother’s Park in Caldwell on Sept. 18. A similar training will be held on Oct. 30 for the older three age groups (95, 96, 97) once the high school season is completed. From this state training, players will be named directly to the state pool, or placed in the district pool. If a player cannot attend this first State Training, they may attend subsequent District Trainings, but may then only be named to the district pool until they attend a State Training. In short, players may only make the District Pool at District Trainings, and State Pool players will be identified at State Trainings. Players may also be named to the State Pool if properly scouted by IYSA ODP Staff at a non-ODP event. 

The 2011-2012 season will be an exciting one. With the growth and success ODP has seen over the last few years, this season is sure to be a record breaking one. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at sbell@idahoyouthsoccer.org. 


See you on the field,

Skyler Bell
Asst. Director of Coaching
Idaho Youth Soccer Association
sbell@idahoyouthsoccer.org
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